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Article 1
CENTRAL MONITORING AUTHORITY for
PATHOLOGY at EU LEVEL

1.1. The monitoring authority for the Specialty
Pathology is the European Board of Pathology. The
standards are maintained by Institutions in the in-
dividual member states. The principal of subsidiari-
ty applies to these bodies. Nations without such
bodies can have this function carried out by the
European Board of Pathology

1.2. The Board of Pathology is responsible for
the recognition of institutions and teachers in the
specialty. The standards are laid down in motions
accepted by the Board.

1.3. The Board of Pathology is responsible for
setting up at national level a programme of quality
assurance of training, of teachers and of training
institutions, in accordance with national rule^ and
EU legislation as well as considering UEMS/Euro-
pean Board recommendations.

1.4. The Board of Pathology organises a Europe-
an Examination of Pathology to ensure a system of
qualification of medical specialists, recognised by
their national Boards in accordance with national
rules and EU legislation.

1.5. The different members of the Board of Pa-
thology will supply the Board on a regular basis
with the number of training positions and expected
vacancies in their countries.

Article 2
GENERAL ASPECTS of TRAINING in the
SPECIALTY

2.1. The Board of Pathology is responsible for
keeping a register at national level of medical spe-

cialists with data about their specialty, additional
qualifications and other relevant matters.

2.2. The duration of training for Pathology is
minimum 5 years.

2.3. Every national training programme should
include a common trunk of histopathology, cytopa-
thology and autopsy pathology.

2.4. The training programme should be specifi-
cally defined A logbook is recommended in pa-
thology training. Residents should keep a docu-
mentation of the number of autopsies and of histo-
logical and cytological investigations that they have
done to fulfil the criteria laid down in the qualifi-
cation requirements for the specialty.

2.5. Each country should have a system of qual-
ity control and assessment in the training of pa-
thology.

2.6. Trainees should be encouraged to do part of
their training in other European countries.

Article 3
REQUIREMENTS for TRAINING INSTITU-
TIONS

3.1. Training institutions for the specialty Pa-
thology should fulfil the criteria laid down in the
motion number 3 of the Board of Pathology. If the
requirements cannot be fulfilled in one institution,
a rotation to other training institutions should be
facilitated.

3.2 The size and diversity of the training insti-
tutions are laid down in motion number 3.

3.3. Quality assurance, health and safety regula-
tions and legal and ethical aspects of pathology
practice must be an integral part of the training
programme.
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Article 4

REQUIREMENTS for TEACHERS

4.1. The head of training/tutor should have at
least 5 years experience after qualification before
recognition as such. There should be additional teach-
ing staff. The teacher and the staff should be ac-
tively practising pathology. Teachers in specific ar-
eas may be recognised for periods during the train-
ing.

4.2. The head of training/tutor must work out a
training programme for the trainee in accordance
with the trainee's own abilities complying with
motion 3.

4.3. The ratio between the number of qualified
specialists in the teaching staff and the number of
trainees must guarantee a close personal monitor-
ing of the trainee during his/her training as well

as provide adequate exposure of the trainee to train-
ing activities

Article 5

REQUIREMENTS for TRAINEES

5.1. Experience to build up his/her experience,
the trainee must be involved in the management of
a sufficient number of patients, and perform a suf-
ficient number of autopsies, histological and cyto-
logical investigations of sufficient diversity.

5.2. The trainee must have sufficient linguistic
ability to study international literature and com-
municate with foreign colleagues.

5.3. The trainee must keep his/her personal in-
ventory of performance up to date, according to
national rules and EU Directives, as well as consid-
ering UEMS/European Board recommendations.

MOTION Nr. 3

Accepted at the UEMS European Board of Pathol-
ogy in its Naples meeting May 2001

The Section of Pathology recommends the har-
monisation of postgraduate training in Pathology in
the EU/EFTA member states. The training must as a
minimum consist of the common trunk stated below.
If the requirements cannot be fulfilled in one institu-
tion, a rotation to other training institutions should
be facilitated.
1. The purpose of Pathology is to diagnose all dis-

eases and determine their cause, to follow their
development and the evaluation of diagnostic and
prognostic methods as well as the effect of thera-
peutic measures by examination of morphological
samples with adequate supplement of supporting
techniques including markers for normal and ab-
normal expression of proteins and genes, thus
offering advice and support to fellow clinicians in
the field of treatment of diseases or their preven-
tion. The purpose of Pathology includes the con-
tinuous scientific search for a better biological
understanding of diseases and the improvement
of the quality of diagnostic methods and their
use.

2. Pathology comprises histopathology, cytopatholo-
gy and autopsy pathology, and embraces a number
of more or less well defined working areas In
some member states particular subspecialties like
neuropathology, forensic pathology and paediatric
pathology are recognized. Training in any such
specialty must, however, include the following
common trunk (see below).

3. The minimum full-time postgraduate training pe-
riod in Pathology should be five years.

4. Specimens from all areas of pathology should be
represented in training programmes.

5. The trainee should have access to and gain expe-
rience in relevant techniques.

6. The trainee should regularly attend and, after some
experience, participate in clinico-pathological meet-
ings and teaching sessions for medical students
and/or clinicians.

7. The training laboratories should provide such con-
ditions that the trainee can meet the requirements
within the period of postgraduate training.

8. The training programme should have a common
trunk that includes as a minimum the following
procedures 8000 morphological examinations in-
cluding a minimum of 4500 histological examina-
tions (with various types of specimens from all
organs) 2500 cytological examinations (of which a
minimum of 1500 gynecocytological 500 non-gyne-
cological 100 screened by the trainee) 1000 exam-
inations according to special interest of the train-
ee 100 autopsies (including microscopy, including
paediatric autopsies) These numbers should be doc-
umented.

9. Quality assurance, health and safety regulations
and legal and ethical aspects of pathology practice
must be an integral part of the training program.

10. The head of training (tutor) must be qualified
professionally Supervision/accreditation of heads
of training must be done by professionally com-
petent institutions defined by the Member State.
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