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The term “acardia” is used to describe a rare congenital anomaly that occurs
during multiple, usually twin pregnancies. Acardia concerns severe developmental
and functional malformations of the heart, leading to the parasitic sustenance in
life of the abnormal fetus through vascular anastomoses with the normal twin.

We present a case of acardia myelacephalus that was diagnosed by echo scan
during the third month of a twin monochorionic pregnancy. The co-twin was
growing normally and the pregnancy progressed having the fetuses under ultra-
sonographic surveillance. The acardiac twin was eventually delivered with the
normal one during the thirteenth week of gestation.

In gross examination the abnormal fetus composed of an oval headless mass
enclosing a central cavity, within which an intestinal formation was found present-
ing with blind ends. Between the central cavity and the lower portion of the mass,
there was tissue of increased vascularity containing epithelial structures, most
probably representing the urogenital vestiges of the fetus. By dissection no heart
was found, while the spinal cord was bifurcated and the origins of the lower limps
were spotted within the lower portion of the amorphous mass.

On the occasion of this presentation several aspects of acardia its etiology and
pathogenesis are being reviewed and discussed.

Key words: acardia, myelacephalus, monoamniotic pregnancy, monozygous
twins.
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on, n onoia mapartnpeitar o€ moAvdvueg xurjoeig. EmmAéov o€ tpidvueg kurjoeig
napartnpeitar vYPNAOTEPN ouxvotnTa akapoiwv {evywv S16UVuwY, amo o1t €vog akap-
Oiov o€ 6idvpo xvnon. To 6aociké xapaxmPIOTIKO ¢ Orapaptiag avtg €ivar 1
oobaprn avwpaiia ot SidmAaon xar A€1tovpyikomIa m¢ Kapoldg 1o €Vog Kunjua-
106, 10 ornoio Swarnpeital ot (wrj xard 1 Oidpxela ¢ KVNong Aoyw ¢ avdmruéng
anod HEPOUG TOU MapaoiTikdV pnxavioudv embioons oe 6dpog tov puoioloyikov
eubpvou.

Ilapovoiaderar pia mepintwon axapdiag pvelakepdAov tomov (acardia myela-
cephalus) oe yuvvaika nlixiag 28 €rwv, n onoia oiayvodnke kard 1) Oidpkela
UITEPNXOOKOTIIKOU €AEYXOU pOUTIVAG OTO MPWIO Tpiunvo 1m¢ €ykvpoouvvng tmg. H
xunon rjrav 6i6upog, oVoxoplakn Kai povoauviaky kai o dAAo xvnua ¢gaivorav
va avantiooeral QuoOtoAoYIKd, Xwpi¢ avatopikeg avopalies. H xvnon apednke va
OUVEX108€l p€ TAKTIKO UMEPNXOOKOTMIKO €Aeyxo pexpr xar mv 307 ebdoudba, onodte
ta €ubpva mapeAnpdnoav HETd amo XEPOUPYIKO TOKETO H€ KAIOQPIKI) TOuI).

To teparopoppo €pbpuvo anoteAeito amo akeéparo woeldr) pdada mov MePIEiXe TiG
xarabolés v xdrw dxkpwv, 61ox101 omovOovAiK) OTHjAn Kal pia KEVIPIKI) KOIAOTTA
1) oroia TEPIEKAELE EVIEPIKO OXNUATIONO TTOV €KQUOTaV kat aneAnye tupAd. Ilapd 1
HIKOOOKOTIKY] €§€TA0T) MOAAQMAWV 10TOAOYIKWV TOuWV, OToIXEla KaPO1aKoU puog Oev
avevpednoayv, evioniodnke ouws o€ pia 8éon ayyerobpidric 1010¢, 0 omoiog MmepPiEixe
emdnAiakes karaboAeg, mdavidg TOU OUPOYEVVITIKOU CUOTHHATOG TOU KUNHATOG.

Me apopprj 1o mapdv mepiotanko ov{nrovviar 61dPopes MIUXEG TG SrapapTiag,
He €ugpaon omyv aittoloyia kai mv nadoyeveorn g, peow BibAioypagixric avadpo-

prc.

Aé€erg kAe01d: acardia, myelacephalus, povoapviaxy] 6idvpog xvnon

EIXATQI'H

O 6pog “akapdia” mpotadnke anod tov Bene-
detti ! mov Mepi€ypaye MPOTOG TV avopalia
10 1533. To Mo onpavikd XaPAKINPIOTIKO NG
61(1}1qptiag elval n m\Apn¢ amovoia g xap-
olag 1 1 T[(lpOUOl(l Ur[orunwéoug, )\euoupyu«ng
avemnapxkoug quémg oto éva amnd 1a Kquatq
01duprng ouvidwg kN1, €vd 10 AA\o KUnpa
avantvooetat guotohoyikd. H mdavomra ep-
@aviong g Srapaptiag extpdrar and pept-
KoU¢ ovyypageic oe 1:40000 kufoelg, eve amod
aMoug oe 1:34600 xuroelg, avumpPoonTeVo-
viag €10t 10 1% wwv didvpwv xat 10 0,33% twv
10wV kuAcewv>®. Ta xunpata eival mdvia
PovolUYWTIKA KAl 1] €PQUTELOT] POVOXOPLAKT
kat ouvidwe povoapviakyt. To akdpdio kOnpa
AHATOVETAL PE0® AYYELAKOY AVACTOPOOEWY arod
T0 €T€PO PUOTIONOYIKO KUNHA KAl XPNOHoTOotEl
atpoduvapikd 1o kapdiayyelakod ocvoTNpEA Tov
@uOLONOYIKOU KURpatog yia va dratnpndei otn
(or®®. O ToKETOG O€ AUTEG TIG KUNOELG EMEPXE-
Tal evopitepa amod TG AVIIOTOIXEG QUOLONOYL-
kég Sidupeg xuroelg xal ouvvndwg Kupaiverat

petagv 30™ kar 32 ebdopadac’.

H o onpavuxn avopalia oto dopa g
axapdiag eivar 1 amovoia kavomonukd \et-
TovpyoLOoNG KaPdiag, CLVUTIAPXOLVYV OPWG AV®-
palieg dtdnhaong xat ANV opydvey, wg aro-
TENEOHA TG AVEMAPKOUC APATOONG TV 10TV
10V TtadoloyikoV Kurjpatoc**7.

Me b6don v éxtaon xat ) bapvnta 1wv
avopaliov Stdmhaong g kapddg xatr Twv
ANV opydvwy, To TEPATOopPPo KVNpA xapa-
ktnpiletat og ”dpop(po KPUTMTOPOPPO” OTNV ate-
A\éotepn popq)r] TOU KAl ©G pue)\axeq)q)\o” “aké-
@alo” xal “apxaikd” o€ TMEPLOCOTEPO AVETITLY-
péva otdda wpipaong. Idraitepn kar evivnw-
olaky popyrn amotelel 1 “dxoppoc” axapdia.
H mnapovoia avenapkoi¢ puokapdiakov 10100
xapakmpiletar emmniéov wg “nuaxapdia”. H
“axépalo¢” popyr) g axapdiag amotelei 1
ouXVOTEPT poPQr| ¢ drapaptiag, eve 1 “dxop-
poc¢” 1 onaviotepn). Xtov mivaka I mapovoid-
Ceta, pe dedveic 6poug 1) talvépnon wv da-
QOpwV HopPOV ¢ akapdiag, o€ oxéon pe 10
ot1adto Swanhaorg xat 1o badpd wpipaong mov
avumnpoontevouv#10. Eivar mpogpavég ot oty
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IMivaxag I. TaGivopnorn axapdiag

Mopgéc axapdiag Xta6io Sudmhaong

Cryptomorphous/Amorphous  "Apopen pala xwpic dkpa, amotehoVpevn amd x6vOpoug, 00td, Amwdr,
wodn kat puikod 1016 kat ayyeia, kakvridopevn and Séppa.
Myelacephalus Anovoia kepahrig, kapdia anovoa 1| voAeppatikog darnhaocdeioa, arnov-
ola ave dkpwv (apelia), mapovoia katabolov kdtw dxpwv (OGvopelia),
atelig S1AmMAAOT] €VIEPIKOU CWANvVA.

Acephalus Anovoia kepahtjg, xapdia armovoa { vnoketppankag dtamhaodeioa, apelia
ave Axpwv, atedrjg Stdmhaot KA1 AKPWV KAl €VIEPIKOU CWANVA, ATou-
oia Swappdypatog, omAdyxveov dopaxka kar dvw xothiag.

Anceps Yrnoheippatkag dranmhacdeioa kapdia, atehog dranmhacdeioa kepaly pe
eykepaliky] ovoia o€ umotun@dn kxpaviaky xothdmta, didmhaocn xop-
pov, dvew kat KAtw AKkpwv, voAelppatikag dtanhacdévia dpyava dwpa-

KIKNC KAl KOWAAKHG KOLNOTTAG.

Acormous ITapovoia pdévov dxopung KeParrg.

KAWVikr) pddn ol mévie mapandve Katnyopieg
napoucno{ouv ONPAVIIKY (1)\)\r])\oer[u<c1)\m|)r] la
10 Adyo autd xprotponoteitat o eupurepog 6pog
choranglopagus parasiticus” o or[01og UT[061’]-
\ovet emmiéov 6u 1) Srapaptia pr[opa va aq)opo
0€ OLVEVWOT] TV O10VPWY KLNPATYY OTO €Tti-
nedo ¢ xoplaxng Kukhogopiag!'.

IEPITPA®H ITEPIETATIKOY

[Mapovoialetar nepintworn yvvaikag nhikiag
28 etv, 1 omola mMPoonAde yia vnepnxoypa-
QKO €éNeyxo poutivag katd ) Sidpkela tov
TPOTOV TPIPHVOL ¢ €YKLPOOUVNG TG, OTov
otamotodnke Si0UpPOC HOVOXOPLaKY KAl [o-
voapviaky xvnorn. To éva amd ta xvfpata
napovoiale COUATOPETPIKEG O1A0TACEL, OUL-
batég pe mv nhikia xONONG KAl YUOTONOYIKT)
otdnm\aor) opydvwy, €vod 1o 6evtepo KUNPA Hrav
TePATOPOPPO, AKEPANO Kal XwPig oxnuanopd
akpwv (Ewdva 1). H eykupooivr mpoxdpnoe
UTIO TAKTIKO UTIEPTXOOKOTIKO €AEYXO HEXPL Kal
mv 30" ebdopdda, omote 1 €ykvog LTEBAON
0€ XELPOUPYIKO TOKETO HE KALOOAPIKY Topy).

Moaxkpookomiki) eféraon: O mhaxkouvviag
frav 6tokoedr|g, dStaotdoewv 19X18X10 cm xat
bapoug 850 g. Xe éxkevipr Oéon mapatnprdn-
Ke €kpuor 600 oppaliwv NPV o€ amdoTaoT)
2 cm petagd oug. O oppdhiog Adpog tou Qu-
ololoyikoV epbpvov frav prikoug 25 cm xai
peylomg eykapoiag Otapérpov 2 cm, €ve o
OpPPANIOC A\OPOG TtoL TPoodotovoe 10 AKapPOo
xunpa Juav prkoug 11 ecm xat peyiotng eykap-
olag dwapérpouv 1 cm. O televtaiog xatd 1
otatoprj xat aviioTtolxa MPog MV €KQYUoT) ToU
arnd tov M\aKovUVId, TEPLEKAELE KIPOOEIONG Olev-

Ewéva 1. Ymnepnxoypa@iky ameikovion Tng
61dupung xvnong katd ) Stdpkela TV TPWTIOU

PP VOUL.

PUCHEVOUG ayyelakoUg X@Poug, xwplic mapou-
ola dpopbuioewv. Ayyelakég avaotopwoelg oto
eminedo twv oppaliov Adpwv 6ev avevpédn-
ocav. To tepatdpoppo épbpuo amoteleito amd
axképalo woeldn] pala draotdoewv 15X8X7 cm
kat 6dpoug 1070 g xalvmtdpevny and Séppa,
xwpig eppavy oxnuatuopd AKpwv, HE TapPovL-
oia vnotunedoug ylovtaiag oxtopfg oTo ov-
paio axpo tov (Ewoveg 2, 3). Avtictoxa mpog
TNV KOIAIAK] €MpAvela 1ou T€patopopPou Kurj-
Patog Kat Kovid oty mpdéo@uor) Tou oppaiiov
Awpov, avayvopiodnke epuppopairn pooexbo-
N\ peylomng Sapérpouv 1 cm xa\vmtopevn) and
o6éppa. Katd myv obehtaia Sratopn g paxiaiag
€mpavelag Tov ApopYouv oxnpatnopov olart-
o1wdnke 1 mapovoia 610x160V¢ OTOVOUNIKI|G
OTHANG, XWPIG OXNPIATIONO WV 00TV TG WHO-
nm\anaiag {dvng kat mg Aexavng. Tnv mpoéodia
emdvela ¢ omovOUNKHG OTHANG OE€TPEXeE
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Ewéva 2. Maxpookomikd mapackevaopa tou
mhakovvia pe toug OUo opgpaliouvg A@OPoug
Kat 10 pop@o KVnpa.

KEVIPIKOG apTnElakog KAAG0¢ He Aemtogueic
Stakhadwoelg appotepdAevpa, oL ormoieg Ka-
TAVEROVIAV OTO KEVIPIKO TPNHA TOU KUHPATOG.
Katd m) &watopr| dev dramotddnkav dpopbo-
oeic. H apopen pdla mepiékhele pia kevipikn
KOWNOTITA € 0pWOEC VYPO, TIOU TIEPLEiXe €vTe-
PIKO OwANva pe TUPNY €k@uon kat amoAnin.
Avrictoxa mpog 10 ovpaio TuHpa g ApopPng
pacag avevpédnoav xovdpivng verig katabolég
WV 00TOV TV KAt dkpwv. Kapdia 1 d\ka
€on1ePIKa opyava dev avevpédnoav.

Iotoloyiky e&éraon: Xtov mhakovvia ma-
pampndnkav xoptakég AAaxveg pikpov xat pé-
00V peY€doug pe vwon ToL OTPOPATOC, €RPa-
velg ovykvtiakoUg kopboug kat otoixeia xo-
proayyeiwong. Ap@otepot ot op@aliot Awpot
nepteixav 1pia ayyeia, 6vo aptpieg xat pia
pAéba éxaotoc.

H dpopen pdala xakvmrétav anod emdeppi-
6a pe Nma €mmoNi¢ UMEPKEPATOOT) KAl Ta-
povoia deppatik@v e€aptmpdwy oto xopto. H
omovOLNIkT] OTAAN kat ot xovOprveg katabo-
¢ v KAt dxpwv meptballoviav and dwpo
pecéyxvpa. H xevipikr) ko\omta g padag
enevovotav and povootibo kvboerdég emdr-
Ao KAt 0 €VIEPIKOG OWAAVAG TIOL TIEPIEKAELE
enakeipotav katd déoeig and blevvoydvo 10-
OV \eTttoV €VIEPOU, €ve) 0€ ANNeg déoeilg amd
BAevvoyovo Taxéwg €VIEPOL PE AUTONUTIKEG
alowwoerg. H 10tohoyikr) vgr| 1ou 101Xapatog
TOU €VIEPOL NTIAV QUOLONOYIKY], PE Tapovoia
6Aevvoyoviou puikrg onbdadag, vnoblevvoyo-
viou x1twva, 6vo oTbAdwv PLIKOL X1TOvVa Kat
opoyovou. H epudpodgain npooexbolr| g xot-

Ewéva 3. Paxiwaia emedvela tou tepatopop-
QOU KUApATog pe vrotun®dn ylovtaia oxi-
Opr o010 oupaio AKpPo Tov.

NAKIC €mpavelag tou TEPATOROPPoOL Kurjpa-
10G amnoteeito and ayyeliobpidr) cuvOETIKS 1016
Tov Tepieixe deopideg Aeiwv PUIKOV VeV Kat
emdnhiakd kUVTIapa pe otoxeia MAAkOOouC,
adevikig xat petabatikrig Stagoponoinong (Ei-
Koveg 4, 5). Ta ev Noyw emdnhaxd xvttapa
KATAVEPOVIAV 0€ OWANVOOELG OXNpatopovg
nokikng Siapétpov, avunpoownevoviag mda-
VoG TpooTtddela oxnpatopol oToXElwv Tov
0UPOYEVVITIKOV CLOTHPATOG.

[Mapd mv mMAndwpa TwV 10TONOYIKGOV TOPMV
nmov eAfjpdnoav kat eferéodnoav PKPOOKOTIL-
Kd, otoixeia puokapdiakov 10100 1) vPr) ANWV
€0WTEPIKOV 0pYAVwY Oev avevpeédnoav. Me Baon

Ewéva 4. Ayyelobp18éc ouvdetikd vndotpwpa
Tmov Teptéxel emdnAaxkolg OxNUATIONovg o€
OWANVOOT avdmtudr), pe mAakodn kat petaba-
k1) Odtapopotoinor).
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Ewéva 5. Emdnhiakoi oxnpatiopol enalet-
eopevol amd kuboeldég emdnio, amoxpivolg
T0nov, pe epgpavy) puoermdnitaxy otbdada.

a4 avotépw evprpata tallvopfoape v ma-
povoa Swapaptia wg “acardia myela-cephalus”.

YYZHTHXH

[Tap’én 1 akapdia meprypdpnxe yia mpo)
@opd 1o 1533 and 1oug Benedetti xat cuvepyd-
1€¢!, 1) MEPLOOOTEPT) TIPBAOOOG yia TV KATAVOr)-
on TV TMAJOYEVETIKOV UNXAVIOPOV TOU TNV
TPOKAAOUV €TeENé0ONKe OXeTKA TPoOoPata,
KUping péow Urtepr]xooxomKd)v napatnenoeny’.
Ot napatprjoeig cwteg obrynoav oty vndde-
on mg r[opqmm(r]g 6latr]pr]0r]g ot (wr] 0V
axapdou KLUAPATOG amd T0 KUKAOPOPIKO OV-
ompa v guotoloyikov. Kat' avtiv myv év-
vola 10 TepAtdpopPo Kvnpa amnotelel éva armo-
PAKPUOPEVO 6PYAVO TOU PUOTONOYIKOU KUHpa-
10¢. Op@wva pe 10 oxXHpa avtd 1o aipa péet
Katd avdotpogn mopeia oto axdpdio kvnpa
and mv kapdid 10V PUOLONOYIKOV, HEOW EKTE-
VOV apInelo-apTPlak®V avaoTOPOOE®Y Kat
EMOTPEPEL OTO KUKAOPOPIKO OVOTHHA TOU QU-
OlL0AOYIKOU KUNPATOG HEOW EKTETAPEVWV (QAE-
bo-phebixyv avactopoewy. Ot ayyelakég av-
1€¢ avaotopnoelg eivar duvardv va avamrtv-
x00Vv elte evdomhaxkouvtiakq, €ite oto erminedo
10U opgpaiiov Aopov” 13,

Av xat 10 mapandve oxnpa eivatr onpepa
xadohikd amodextd, umd aipeor mapapéver o
xadoplopdg g axptboilc XpovikAg oe1pdg twv
YEYOVOT®V TIOL 001YOUV OT1V TENIKT] HOP@PT| TIOV
napovotdlel 1o akdpdio épbpuvo. H “Ouopop-
goyevetiky)” dewpia mpoteivel ocav MPWIAPXIKY
Swatapaxy myv mpwrtonadr] ayeveoia g xap-

6iag oto madoloyikd xVnua, 1o omoio embiw-
Vel péow avantuéng ayyelakmy avaoTopOoeEmy
e 10 QuOlONOYIKO KUnpa. "ANNot epeuvvntég
unootnPifouv OTL 1) AVACTPOPY| TNG AIPATIKHG
PONC PE€0K TV 1O UMAPXOUCKYV AYYELAKOV
AvVACTOPOOENY HETaly TV 01000V Kunpdtny,
etvat vrevduvn) yia 11 SEVTEPOYEVT) VTTOCTPOYPT)
¢ Ponyoupévwg oxnpanodeioag xapdiag oto
nadoloyikd kOnua'*®. Ot mepioodrepol Guy-
ypageic maving ouvykAivouv mpog 1o devtEPO
MadoyeveTikd OXNpd, €MKANOVPEVOL TO YEYO-
VO NG MapoLoiag TETOIWV AYYELAKDY AvaoTo-
pOoewv petagd twv epbplny o€ PUOTONOYIKEG
6idupeg kunoelg. Xe mepumiwoelg akapdiag ot
AVAOTOPWOELS AUTEG paiveral va Uncpn)\dooo—
viat, oéqyovmg OV avaoTtpoQn g (11}1mu<r]g
PONG amd T0 PUOLONOYIKO OTO TAJONOYIKO KU1
pa, m Oevtepoyevy) atpogia g kapdidg kat
v e€aptépevov and mv kapdia opydvwv 1ov
evlodéppatog, dnwg eivar o dupeoedric kat o
d0pog adévag, 10 frap, n kow\takr] xatabolr|
TOU TIAYKPEATOG, Ol TIVEVPOVEG Kat To Sidppay-
pa xat mv napacttiky dtatjpnon omy evoo-
prTpro (wrj Touv dxapdouv xupatoc*+°. Emmn\éov
otoixeio vrép ¢ devtepng madoyeveTikig vTo-
deong amotelet 10 yeyovog on ot Bibhoypa-
@la Oev éxel avapepdel péxpl oTyprg oKoye-
VELaKO 10T0PIKO O€ Kapia amd Ti¢ TEKPnPLopé-
veg meptmiwoelg akapdiag.

AOYw ¢ Teprypageioag avamiugng twv
101aiTEPOV AYYELAKOV AVACTOPOOEWY, O OpQA-
\o¢ Awpog tou dxapdou Kurnpatog Tmepikheiet
oLV, AOYW LTTOOTPOPIG NG piag aptnpiac,
600 povov ayyeia, pia apmpia xar pia ereéba’.
Yy napovoa TMePimwor] €v toUTolg 0 OpPa-
\tog Awpog tou akapdiov epbpliov mepieixe Tpia
ayyeia, dvo aptpieg xar pia ehéba, evpnpa
Tov €xet emonpavdet katr and dA\ovg ovyypa-
¢eic wg omdvia mapallayn?’.

Inpavuki) napdperpo oty akapdia anote-
\el emiong o kivduvog evdountpiov davdtov
TOU QUOTONOYIKOU KUAPATOG, OLVETEia Kapdia-
KI|C UTIEPPOPTWOTG TNV oToia veictatal enwpt-
{Oopevo ) ovvipror tou akapdiov epbpivov.
Ot Arias xat ovvepydtec'® extipovv ) dvnot-
pomta v @uotoloykov epbpvov oto 50%.
ITapdyovieg mov oxeti(oviar pe vypnAda mooo-
otd 8vr]01pétr]mg 0V cpuoto)\oytkof) KUHpartoc,
amoteAovV emor]g 0 TIPOTHOG TOKETOC Tpw Ty
32n 6660}1060 k0nong xat 1 mapovoia cu<(1p-
otov Kur]pcttog rtpoxo)plpevou otadiov wpipa-
ong, ONw¢ 1 APXAixky HoPer| g 610papuc1gl7
Yobapry emmhoky ¢ Swapaptiag, eivar em-
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nm\éov n mdavomra pri¢ng Tov VTOTPOPIKOV
oppaliov A\opou 10v akapdiov KLVHHATOC, IOV
propel va emovpbel xatd tov TOKETO KAl va
mpokaléoel 10 AAvato Tou QUOLOAOYIKOU €p-
6pvov, Aoyw adpdag drapuyric aipatog amnod g
AYYELaKEG qvaotop(i)oelg“

H avipetomon wv €MMAOKOV NG aKap-
6lag eival onpepa eq)uar] pe c&upeuxa arnote-
Néopata. Ot mpotelvopeveg TexXVikég elvat n
€vOooKOTIKY] AMoAivwoTr tou opgaiiov AOpou
10V aKapPOiov KLHYPATOG, TEXVIKT] OPWG TIOV €TTL-
nAéketal o€ ooootd 13% pe mpokAnon evoo-
pnrpiov davdrouv 010 YUOIOAOYIKO KUNpa, Ka-
g xat 1 evBookomiky] PoxAnon dpoubwong
WV ayyeiov 1ov opgaliov \OPovL Tou axap-
6iov xvrjpatog pe xprjon LASERY.

[Tapd v evlopnplo €vOOOKOTIKY aVILji€-
WMo ¢ akapdiag, €xovv meprypagei Tept-
MIOOEL TTAPAROVHG AVOIKTOU aptnelakov Toé-
POV Kal O1dtacong TV KAPOIaK®V KOOIV
ota emdwvia (puoto)\oymd Kufjpata’s.

Y10 mapdv T[€p10'[(1'[11(0 n eéNin g KO1)-
ONG ENEYXOTAV € TAKTIKO UTIEPIXOOKOTIKO €NEY-
X0 KAl NOY® TG ATPOOKOTITNG AvATITUCNG TOU
(QUOLONOYIKOU KUNPATOC O€V €mXelpnOnKe Xet-
poupyikr] avupetomorn. O toketdg éhabe xo-
pav mv 301 eB6opada g kONoNG pe Karoapt-
KI] TOpr}, \Oy® Kapélotoxoypoano)v evOeilenv.
To @uotloloyiké €ubpuo rrav dppevog (pu)\ou
dev mapovoiale ovyyeveig avopalieg, avamto-
xdnke @uotohoyikd xat orjpepa bpioketar oto
pit0 €10¢ ¢ NAkiag Tov, o€ APLoTH KAIVIKY)
KAt1doTaon, yeyovog mov bpioketal o€ aviiotol-
xia pe 1a d\\a meprotankd mou meprypdo-
vial ot Bibhoypagia.

O1 meputioelg avixvevong Xpwpatoonpa-
TIKOV AVOHANIOV aVELTTAOEIOIKOU 1) TIONUTINOEL-
ko0 toMov agopovv ouVAdWE OTo axAPOIo
KUnpa. Xe e€aipenkd onavieg mepIioelg Opng,
XPWHATOOWHATIKEG AVWHANEG €XOUV avixveu-
det oe apgdtepa 1a didvpa kvjpara'® .

H cu<c1p6iq anotelel pia eCarpetikd onavia
popen) drapaptiag mg epbpuikrg drdmhaong,
pe aitepa kar eCarpetikd evélacpepovm UTtE-
PIXOOKOTIKG, HAKPOOKOTIKA KA 1010%0\(11«1
XQp(ll('[]f]plO"[lK(l H yvoon v tekevtaiwv etvat
or]pavmq] oxt pévo yua v Ka)\Utepr] Kata-
vONo1 WV TAJOYEVETIKOV PNXAVIOPQV T1)¢ dta-
paptiag, al\d xuvpiwg yia v €éykaipn kat
A0@ANY] UTIEPNXOOKOTIKY AvAyvePLoT TG, TV
TIPOOEKTIKY) rtapm(o)\of)arlor] mg €§é)\l§1’]§ 0V
cpumo)\oyll(ou Kur]pcnog Kau my €ykaipn xet-
POUPYIKI] AVIIHETIOMION TG €9'000V XPELAOoTel,

yla TV amo@uyr €MMAOK®OV €TKivOUVOV yla
mv embinon 1ov uotohoykoL epbpivov.

REFERENCES

1. Benedetti A. De singularis compori humani
morbis a capit a pedis. Venetiis in officina
Lucaento Juntae. 1553

2. James WH. A note on the epidimiology of
acardiac monsters. Teratology; 16:211-16, 1977

3. Van Groeninghen, Franssen AMHW, Willems-
en WNP, Nijhuis JC, Puts JJG. An acardiac
acephalic monster. Europ ] Obstet Gynec Re-
prod Biol; 19:317-25, 1985

4. Amatuzio JC, Gorlin R]. Conjoined acardiac
monsters. Arch Pathol Lab Med; 105: 253-55,
1981

5. Kaplan C, Benirschke K. The acardiac anoma-
ly. New case reports and current status. Acta
Genet Med Gemellolog; 28:51-9, 1979

6. Healey MG. Acardia: Predictive risk factors for
the co-twin’s survival. Teratology; 50(3):205-
13, 1994

7. Nerlich A, Wisser ], Draeger A, Nathrath W,
Remberger K. Human acardiac anomaly. A
report of three cases. Europ ] Obstet Gynec
Reprod Biol; 38:79-85, 1990

8. Das K. Acardius anceps. ] Obstet Gynaec Brit
Emp ; 2:341-55, 1902

9. Brenninkmeijer JH. Acardius acormus of het
romplooze hoofd. Ned T Geneesk; 81:4256-60,
1937

10. Severn CB, Holyoke EA. Human acardiac anom-
alies. Amer J Obstet Gynec; 116:358-65, 1973

11. Van Allen MI, Smith DW, Shepard TH. Twin
reversed arterial perfusion sequence: A study
of 14 twin pregnancies with acardius. Semin
Perinatol; 7(4):285-93, 1983

12. Campell M, Shepard HD. The circulatory and
anatomical abnormalities of an acardiac foetus
of rare form. Lancet; 2:941-44, 1905

13. Blaunstein A. Pathology of the female genital
tract. Springer Verlag (Fourth edition); 990-91,
1993

14. Potter E. Pathology of the fetus and infant.
Mosby Year Book, Inc; 678-79, 1997

15. Benirschke K, Des Roches Harper V. The acar-
diac anomaly. Teratology; 5:311-316, 1977

16. Arias F, Suderji S, Gimpelson R, Colton E.
Treatment of acardiac twinning. Obstetrics and
Gynecology; 91(5):818-21, 1998

17. Walter HM. Zur Diagnose eines acardius in
der schwangerscchaft durch ultraschall. Geburt-
sh. Frauenheilk; 42:551-53, 1982

18. Deacon JS, Machin GA, Martin JM, Nicholson
S, Nwankwo DC, Wintemute R. Investigation



Acardia Myelacephalus 131

of acephalus. Am ] Med Genet; 5(1):85-99, 1980 acardia in Twins with aneuploidy. Am ] Med
19. Moore CA, Buehler BA, Mc Manus BM, Har- Genet Suppl; 3:139-43, 1987
mon JP, Mirkin LD, Goldstein D]J. Acephalus

Corresponding author: Yrrevdvvog arAnloypagiag:

Kafanas Antonios Kagavag Avidviog

Department of Pathology Epyaotijpio ITadoAoyikiic Avatopixijc

Serres General Hospital. TI'evikov Nouapxiaxov Noooxopieiov Xeppiv
2r Kilometer of Serres - Drama highway 20 Xihidperpo Xeppdv - Apdpag

62100, Serres. 62100, Xéppec.

Tel.: 23210 94663 ThA.: 23210 94663

E-mail: conhad@hol.gr E-mail: conhad@hol.gr



