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ITroTOTYIIH EPrAXiA

Avarmtuén Aoywopikoo yua fractal avdlvoy
10TOTIA00AOYIKWV €LKOVOV

IavAéroviog I1L.M., Kabavildc N., Ayanniés E., Ilatoovprcg E.

Software Development for Fractal Analysis of Histopathologic Images
Pavilopoulos PM, Kavantzas N, Agapitos E, Patsouris E
Department of Pathology, Medical School, National University of Athens, Greece.

Introduction: Considering the multiple applications of fractal analysis in the
field of histopathology, we developed “Fractalyser’, a specialized fractal analysis
program for Windows operating system.

Material and Methods: The application was developed in Visual Basic 6.0
environment. The program was designed with multiple document interface and
Windows XP compatibility. It can open, edit and analyze the most common image
file types. The program has some basic image processing functions such as invert,
horizontal and vertical flip, grayscale conversion and crop. The user can precisely
select the area of interest applying parameterized threshold or edge detection
algorithms in the color image, while getting real time graphical feedback on the
process. The produced binary image, which is projected as a red layer on the
original image, can be further optimized before fractal analysis with “dilation’,
“erosion” or several noise reduction filters. The estimation of the fractal dimension
of the image is carried out by using the “box-counting” algorithm.

Results: The accuracy of the application was assessed by analyzing images
with theoretically known fractal dimension. The errors ranged from 0.0 to 5.8%,
being conversely proportional to the number of grid offsets. Repeated comparisons
of the statistical results of the program with the corresponding data of a commer-
cially available statistical package confirmed their validity and precision.

Conclusion: As it has been observed in thorough testing, the application
presented here constitutes a stable, relatively fast, reliable and easy to use tool for
fractal analysis. “Fractalyser” is provided as freeware to researchers.
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Erwoaywyn: Me bebopieveg tic moAAanAés epappoyeg g fractal yewperpiac otov
xdpo ¢ 10tonadoroyiag, avanrvéaue pia efeidikevpevn epappoyr fractal avaiv-
on¢ yra Windows.

YAiko kar pédobog: H epappoyr) avanrixdnke oe nepibailov Visual Basic 6.0
pe Oiempdvela moAlamAdv apxeiwv xar Windows XP ovpbardémgra. Mmopel va
avoiya va encfepyd(eral xar va avalver 6Aouvg toug ouvvijdelg TUMOUG apxeiwv
eu<ovag To rtpoypappa O1ad€ter opropeveg baoikeg Aelrovpyleg enecfepyaozag €1KO-
vag, onwg avnarpogoq, opi{ovria kai 1<a(9€r17 avaorpo<p17, perarpom] EYXPWHNG €1KO-
vag o€ aompopavpn kai amoxkorny tunudrwv. O xprotg upmopel pe axpibeia va
EMAESEL TIG TIEPIOXEG €VOLAPEPOVIOE HECW MAPAHUETPOMOOIUWY a\yopiSuwv ovdov
xar avixvevong opiwv amevdeiag oV €yxpwpn €1kova, €xoviag oty 01ddeorj Tov
preview o€ mpaypanko xpovo. H napaydpevn dvadikij eikova, 1 onoia mpobdAerat
WG €pLIPO eminedo eni ¢ APXIKIG €1KOvag, propel va bedtiotorondel mepAITEOW
He epappoyn @iltpwv peiwons dopvbou, dilation 1) erosion. O vMOAOYIOHOG TG
fractal & raotdoewg mpayparornoieitar e epappoyr tov alyopidupov box-counting.

AnoteAéopata: H axpibeia 1ov mpoyoduparog €AEyxOnke peEcw €KOvwv He
dewpnrikes yvworty fractal 6idotaorn. Ta opdipara tov mpoypduparog xvudvonkav
peraév 0,0% kai 5,8%, mapovoialoviag yevikdg HEYedog avipioroopws avdAoyo Tou
ap1dpov petakivijoewg tov mMA€ypatog. EmaveiAnpupueveg ovykpioels v oTatnoTikov
anoteAeoudIov 1oV MPOYPAUHIATOG JE AVTIOTOIXA €VOG €UMOPIKWG O1adéotjiov otarti-
onkoU nakeTrov embebaivoav v axkpibeia xar mv adiomotia 1oug.

Xupnépaopa: Onwg o1amotodnke o€ e€voelexeic Ookipeg, 1 mapovolalopevn
epappoyr) amoteAel €va otadepo, 1axv Kair QIAIKO OTov xpnotn €pyaleio fractal
avaivoews. To mpdypappa Fractalyser mapexeral yia €pevvnuikij xp1jon w¢ freeware

HETd amo aitnon twv €VOIAPeEPOUEVOYV.

Aéleig-kAe161d: fractal avdlvor, fractal didoraon, avdivon exovag

EIXATQI'H

H pelém xat n ava\uorn HKPOOKOTUKOV
10TOTAdONOYIKGOV €KOVOV PE0Ww NAEKTPOVIKOU
UTTIOAOY1OTY), TIPAYPATOTIO0VVIAL TIAPAd0CTIAK®MG
pe 1) 6orjderta pedddwv g ovpbatikrg evkei-
otag yeopetpiag. H tekevtaia eival yvootod ot
anotelel enapkég epyaleio yia tov xapaxinpt-
Opo KAl TN PENETH) QewpnUKOV AVIKELPEVWV
IOV PMoPOUVV va TEPLYPAPOUVV 1KAVOTIOUTIKA
¢ adpoiopata amMAOV YEWPEPIKOV OXNPATWY,
OTw¢ 0 KUKAOG, TO TEIpAywvo 1) 11 upapida.
Ot Oopég, ®OoT600, MOV TMPAYPATIKA ATIAVI®-
viat ot @Uor), onwg et tapadeiypart ot axkto-
YPARHEG, Ta oUVVEQPA Kat €101KA yid TOV XOPO
)¢ wtontadoloyiag ta xvttapa, ot MupPHveg, ta
ayyela 1§ d\\eg 1otikég Oopég mapovordlouvv
peydho 6adpd molumhoxkotntag, xapaxnel(o-
Heveg emmiéov amd 1o yvoplopa g auvio-
opotdtnrag (self-similarity).!? Tétoteg Oopég
eprypdgoviar kakiiepa 1€0w Tou VEOU KAG-
60v 1V padnuatkov mov Odepehtwdnke amd

tov B. Mandelbrot, g fractal yewperpiag.? Me
) 6ofdera avtrig elvar duvatdv va exupndel
AVTIKEIPEVIKA KAl va TPooOloplotel TooooTkd
o 6adpog g moAuMAOKOTNTAG KAl TOV aKavo-
VIOTOU TIOV TIapPoLotdlel €va aviukeipevo, péow
€vog peyédoug mov kakeitar fractal draotaon.>

Katd 1a tehevtaia xpovia 1) fractal avalvor
éxel bpel epappoyég oe drapdpoug Topeig g
KAWVIKAG KAl €pyaonPlakng 1atpikng,” eve dap-
KOG avgavopevo evilagépov apovotdaletat tpo-
oeAtwg yla epappoyég g fractal yewperpiag
KAl OTOoV X®WPO T1G TOooTIKI|G toTorntadoloyiag,
kadwg éxet amodexdet 1 xpnopdmta wv frac-
tal mapapétrpuv 16iwg oty pelétn g madolo-
YIKG avatopikig v veomhaopdwy. Ipaypa-
1, onwg €xer dexdel o€ oepd mMpodoPATWV
peretwv, madoloykol mupnveg Srapopwv veo-
MAAOPATIKOV 10TOV TApouotd{ouy peyallTepeg
Tipég fractal S1aotdoeng o€ ox€or pe puotolo-
yikoUg mupnfvec.t? Emiong, ayyelakég oratopég
anod veomAacpatkd veoayyelako 6iktvo xapa-
kpioviar and avénuévo 6adpd molumhoko-
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mTag, oMW avtdg Katadelkvietal and HeETpy-
oelg g fractal Sraotdoeng.!”

Me dedopéveg xat mpoaveig Tig TTOANATIAEG
epappoyéc ¢ fractal avé\vong oto xopo g
totontadoloyiag avamrvape 10 MPOYPApHQA
Fractalyser™, pia e€eidikevpévn epappoyn yia
TIPOOWTIKO LTTONOYLOTY), | OTIOLA TIPAYHATOTIOLEL
petpioeig fractal Staotdoeng pe 1) bordeta tov
akyopdpov box-counting.

YAIKO KAI MEGOAOL

H epappoyry avamtoxdnke oe mepibaAhov
Visual Basic v.6.0 (Microsoft Corp.) pe apxite-
KTOVIKY] TOANAMA®V apxeiov (multiple docu-
ment interface), Mov emTpémnel MV TAVTOXPOVY
€MOKOMNOoT) Kat enefepyaocia meplocotépwy g
pag eixovov. To Fractalyser dradérer mapadu-
P16 meptbdANov kat gikiky} otov xprotn Ote-
medvela, evod eivar ovpbatd pe \ettovpyikd
ovotmpa Windows 2000/XP.

H avamtuxdeioa epappoyr pmopei va avoi-
yeu apxela ekdvag tomov bmp, jpg, gif xat
tiff, evddy amodnkevel ¢ mapayopeveg €xoveg
kat ta Staypdppata oe popyr) bmp. Ta apid-
pnukd amoteAéopata anodnkevoviat o€ pop-
¢y txt.

To Fractalyser dev amotelei mArjpeg maxéto
eneCepyaoiag xat avdlvong €kévag Kat g €
T0UTOL PTopel va exteNel Teploplopévo podvo
apdpod YEVIKGOV AEITOUPYLOV, OTIOC AVIIOTPOPY)
(invert), opi{ovtia xat xadetn avaotpoey (flip
horizontal and vertical), mapapetpomowjorpn pe-
TATPOTY| €YXPOHNG €1KOVAG O€ AoTPORAvP!)
(grayscale conversion) xat AMOKOTI] THNPRATWY
(crop).

Baown Nettovpyia tou mpoypdppatog eivat
1 €pappoyr) apaperporotjotpov ovdov (thresh-
old) otmv ynglaxy exova yla e€mloyr emea-
veuwv evolagépoviog, xadwg xat 1 eniong ma-
paperpornoopn Aettovpyia avixvevong opiwv
(edge detection), péow g omoiag emruyxave-
at 1 avadelln v MEPLYPAPPATOV TV AVl
KEWPEVWYV KAl 1) YPagikr| toug emorjpavor). Kat
ya 1 600 \ettovpyieg o Xprotng €xel ot
6148eo1) ToL preview THRpATOC NG €1KOVAG O€
nmpaypatkd xpévo (Ew. 1).

Me t¢ mpoavagepdeioeg \ettovpyieg, ot
omoieg emrtehovviat an’ evdeiag oe éyxpwpa
apxeta, dnuovpyeitar pia dvadiky ekdva (bi-
nary image), wg {exwprotd eminedo (layer) to
omolo emmpoBbAN\etat oV apxiky €kova.
Unglaxog 06pubog pe ) HopPr) PEHOVWREVHDV

Ewéva 1. Acttovpyia avixvevong opiwv. Ala-
kpiveralt 10 mapddupo twv pudpicenv Kadwng
KAl 10 THApA €1kovag yia preview mpaypartt-
KOV Xpovou.

pixel (“salt and pepper” noise) fj pixpwv adpoi-
oewv pixel propel va agaipedei pe m xpron
adkodv @iltpwv 1) xar xelpokivnra. To mpod-
ypappa propei eniong va epappdoet tovg ba-
01KOUG TENEOTEG NG padnuatikiic poppoloyiag,
dilation xat erosion.

O mpoodiopiopog ¢ fractal draotdoeng
yivetat pe epappoyr) 1ov akyopidpov box-count-
ing ot dvadiky) ewxova (Ek. 2). Xopgwva pe

Ewéva 2. TTapddupo pudpicewv yua fractal
avalvor).
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) pédodo avtr] epappdlovial S1adoXIKWG oV
ekova mAéypata (grids) pe dragopetikd xade
popd péyedog xehwv (boxes), evod and 1o mPS-
ypappa kataypdeetar kdde @opd o aptdpog
WV KEAWWV mov xataapbavovial and 1o vnd
peén avuxeipevo (“Oetikd” kelid). Akolov-
dwg, vmoloyiletar yia k&de péyedog keAov o
Aoydp1dpog Tou aviioTPOPoL Tov peyEdoug Tov
ke [log(1/S)] xat o Aoydpidpog v “deti-
K&V xehwv (logN). Bdoel v npodv aviov
dnuovpyeitat 1 aviiotoixn ypagiky amekovi-
o1 xat xapdooetat 1 €vdeia, n omoia meprypa-
@€l Katd 1ov Ka\vtepo 1pomo ta dedopéva orn-
peia v draypdppatog, péow piag Sradika-
olag Mov eivar yvoot) ¢ “yPappiky) Taltv-
Spopnon ehaxiowwv terpaywvev” (least-squares
linear regression). H fractal didotaon tov avu-
Kepévou exppaletar and v x\ion (slope) g
OUYKEKPIHEVNG €Ldelag eAaxioTwV TETPAYOVOV
(Ex. 3). To mpoypappa vnoloyilel akdéun tov
OULVIENEOTI] OUOXETioEwG Tov Pearson, (r, corre-
lation coefficient) xadw¢ xat 10v OLVIENEOTH
npoodloptopoy, (r?, coefficient of determina-
tion), 6aocet 1ov omolov extpdrat o badpog
nmpooappoyrg ¢ €vdeiag elaxiotwv terpay®-
VoV 0TI paypatonondeioeg perproeic.

To eOpog peyédoug Twv KENWY, ONMWE KAl o
ap1tOpdG HETAKIVIOEWY TOU TAEYHATOC yia KAde
Oedopévo péyedog xehovy pmopovv va TPoo-
Stoptotov amd 1ov XpHot).

AITOTEAEEMATA

Ia tov é\eyxo ng axpiberag, mg Taxv-
1ag, aA\d kat g o1adepdtnag g €QAppoyng
paypatonow|dnKayv €KTeveic PETPHoeLg €VKAEL-
Owv xat fractal avikeipévov pe GewpnTikag
yvwoty fractal dtdotaon, dnwg xOK\wv, ypap-
POV, Tuxaiov povoxpwpatikov dopvbov, Tpry®-
vwv tou Sierpinski kat vijowv tou Koch. Mehe-
mOnkav emniong MPAypatkég 101onadoloyikeég
€Koveg, xupiwg yta éleyxo twv akyopidpwv
ouvdoV kat avixvevorng opiwv. To mpdypappa
mapovoiace GQANpATA OTOV UTIONOYIOHO TG
fractal draotdoewg petalv 0% xat 5,8% xwpig
MV €Qappoyy] HETAKIVHoEWV Tov TAéypatog. O
XPOVOG avalloeng yla €Kova OlaoTaoemV
800x600 pixel xvupavdnke petacv 2,0 xat 2,3
sec, oc vnohoylot] P4, 1,9GHz, 512MB. Me
€VEPYOTIOUPEVT) 1) A€LTOUPYia PETAKIVAOEWY Ta
avriotolxa oQAa\para o€ ox€or) pe T dewpnu-
KOG avapevopeveg tpég xupdvonkav petacy

25

LogiH|

og = T,¥IET = 1,447 5 leg 175

Legi 1%
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CosfTichen of Detersinatisn: r™3 = 0, 99E5FT

Ewoéva 3. ITapddupo apdpnukov anoteeopd-
v kadwg xat ditdypappa Log(N)-Log(1/S).

0% xat 3,9%. Qo1dc0, 0 XPOvVOg UTIOAOYIOHOV
avirdnke duoavdaloya.

Ia myv embebainon g axpibelag 1wv ota-
TIOTIKOV UTMOAOYIOH®V TOu TPoypdppatog, ta
anotehéopata tov Fractalyser avunapetédnoav
enavelA\npéva pe aviiotoixa anoteAéopara tov
otauoTikoL mak€étov Statistica (StatSoft, v.6.0).

To mpdypappa 6radétel kOdKa avupetwri-
0€wG OPANpATwV Kat Oev mapovoiace afiolo-
ya npobAfjpata otadepdtnrag Katd TG OOKIpE
oe neptba\ov Windows XP Professional xat
Windows 2000.
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YYZHTHXH

Ta epmopikag 6rtadéotpa npoypappqm oV
exteloVv fractal avalvon evidoooviar cuvi)-
dwg o€ 1dratépwg akpbd maxéta avalvong
€1Kovag, yeyovog mou kadlotd v amokinom
T0Ug TPOBANPATIKY], TOLAAXIOTOV y1a Ta €NAI)-
vika Oedopéva. Opiopéva emiong, ta omoia
Tapéxoviatl OwPeav péow S1adikTiov, anattovv
PN €vpéwg Sradedopéva Neltovpyikd ouoTHpa-
1a (Linux), 1} mapovoidlouv ouxvd xat onua-
vukd mpobArpata adlomotiag kxar otadepon-
1ac. Kavéva and 1a yvwotd oe epdg mpoypdap-
pata e€dA\ov dev dradéter 10 101aitepa Bondn-
TKO Yld TOV XPHOTH XAPAKTINPLOTIKO TG ATEv-
deilag epyaoiag oe éyxpwpeg eixdvec. Emxov-
pu(d XAPAKINPIOTIKA TOU Fractalyser OTKG n
agaipeon 80pu6ou 1 XELPOKIVIT) andhewyn 1
n em)\oyr] TeploXav G duadikrig eu<ovc1g, a
ormoia amodeikvioval €€apetka xprotpa yia
MV ava\uorn 10ToTtadoNOYIKGOV €IKOVOY, aTtov-
olaCovv emiong and aA\a avtiotoxa mpoypap-
pata.

Eivar yvwoté xat amodextd Ot o evpéwg
xprotpomnolovpevog akyopidpog box-counting,
napd 1a onpavtikd TAEOVEKTHHATA TOU TOV
xapaxtpifouyv, mapovotdler avinuévn evatodn-
ola 1600 ot0v alyopidpo avixvevong opiwv,
000 Kal OV €MAOYI] TOL €0POUG TV KENOVH 3,
Katé ovvénela 1 aiémort avéhvorn pag et-
kovag e€aptdratl ev moAloi¢ amod v opdn emt-
\oy1) 1ou €0poug TV KeAv. Tta tov xadopt-
opd 1ov BENTIOTOL €VPOLG €vag EPTIELPOC XPN-
ong da baoiotel ot Sraotdoelg g €KoOvag
KAl TOU UTIO PETPNO0T] AVIIKEIPEVOU, Kaddg kat
OV TPOCEKTIKY] PENETN €VOC apx1KoU ypa@n-
patog pe extevég eVpog kehwv (Ew. 4). Tlpa-
KTIK®OG, OV TAEOYPn@ia 10V TEPUTIOOEWY 1)
owoty pérpnon ¢ fractal Sraotdoewg mpémet
va ylvetat amd 10 Kevipikd xat mAéov €vdu-
YPARHO THHpA NG r[pom')mouoqg KAPTTOAIGC.

Ia my TeENIKT] p€tpnon, otav eival emduvpn-
m n peytotr] duvary cn<p16€u1 etvar duvary 1
epappoyf apidpov HETAKIVATEWV TOU TAEYpa-
10¢, Wote va bpedeil o xatd 10 duvatdv pikpPo-
1€p0o¢ aptOpdg “Oetkdv’ keEAMWV, Onwg amnattel
N dewprnuiky) Srarvnworn g peddoov. Av xai
elvar e@iktog o xadoplopdg amd 1oV XPHoTN
T0U apPtOHOV TWV HETAKIVAOEWY avd 6edopévo
p€yedog keN0U, YEVIKGOC OULVIOTATAl va AKO-
Aovdovvtal ot MPOTEIVOREVEC Ao TO TPOYPAl-
pa pudpioec.

Y1a und avamugn peAAoviikd xapaxtnpt-
onkd 1o Tpoypappatog nepthapbdverat 1) amno-

T

Ewéva 4. Aaypappa Log(N)-Log(1/5). Awa-
Kpivoviat 1a OTpeEia Tov avIoToXOVV OTIG Ta-
pampendeioeg petprioelg kadog kat 1 €vdeia
eNaxiotwv erpayevev. O vrohoylopdg g frac-
tal Staotdoewg mpémet va yivel anod 1o Kevipi-

KO, o evdvypappo TEHpa.

dfxevon ekévov pe popen jpg, n duvvardinta
1avtoxpovng vnapéng moANam\@v dvadikwv
emmédwv avalvong oty idla €ixova, 1 epap-
poyr) m¢ pedddov Otsu yia v avtépart aveo-
peon evog BéNTioTov ovdov kKhaopatomoinong,
n ovyypagr] apxeiov bondeiag xadwg xat 1)
nepattépw beltiotonoinorn wwv xprotponolov-
pevov akyopidpwv yia peinorn tov xpdvou ava-
Nooewg. Télog, xataBdhetar mpoomddeta ev-
OOPATWOoNG Kat ANV alyopidpwy, €Ktog Tou
box-counting, ywa tov uvnoloyiopo ¢ fractal
Olaotdoewg, onwg emi mapadeiypatt pedodwv
€m(p(1vcic1g TIEPIIETPOV.

To mpdypappa Fractalyser T[Clp€X€‘[C11 6(op€(1v
pcoo) O1ad1KTO0U, Y1 €PELVNTIKOUG OKOTIOUG,
petd anod almor) wv evolagepopévav otr) O1€0-
duvon nhextpovikov taxvdpopeiou:
pavlopoulos@medscape.com.
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